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The Seventy-fifth Anniversary of 
the Bible House 


By Lewis Birge Chamberlain 


HE Bible House is the oldest office build- 

ing occupying a whole block in the city 

of New York. It, however, was not the first 

Bible House. Its predecessor, built in 1822, 

served for a generation. Nor was this the first 
home of the American Bible Society. 

Delving into the history of the past, one is 
greatly impressed both by the rapid develop- 
ment of the work of the Society, and also by 
the sagacity of its early Board of Managers. 


Rapid Developments 
Organized in May, 1816, the Society’s first 
headquarters were in an upper room of the 


office of John E. Cald- 


May, 1823. Within another five years, the 
demand for more room led the Managers to 
surrender their hall of meeting to the binder. 
In 1829, another site was purchased across 
Nassau Street and a building erected, in which 
the first steam power press of the Society was 
used. In 1831, better accommodations being 
needed, a plot adjoining the main building was 
purchased and a larger building erected there- 
on; that across the street being sold. 


Financed by New York City Residents 


The financing of all these operations was 
accomplished without the use of any money 
received for the dis- 


well, its first Agent, at 


ee tribution of the Scrip- 


tures; also without 


the corner of Nassau 


calling for help out- 


and edar Streets. 


This soon proving in- 
sufficient, the head- 
quarters were moved 
to the building occu- 
pied by the printer, 
Mr: D. Fanshaw, on 
Cliff Street, near Ful- 
ton, where he printed 


side of New York 
City. A fine civic pride 
led to a decision nei- 
ther to use any gen- 
eral funds nor to ask 
specific contributions 
for the Bible House 
from the members 
and friends of the 


and dispatched Scrip- 


tures for the Society. 
Soon the room here 
had to be supplement- 
ed by an apartment in 
an adjacent building. 
But these quarters were also soon insufh- 
cient. Then a _ four-story building was 
hired in Sloat Lane, now Hanover Street. 
the first floor being occupied by the Agent and 
depository of the Society, the second by the 
binder, Mr. Charles Starr, and the third and 
fourth by the printer, Mr. Fanshaw. It is as- 
‘tonishing to find that these numerous changes 
were all compressed into five years. The re- 
port of 1820 states that the Managers were 
under necessity of purchasing or erecting a 
permanent establishment competent for its pur- 
poses.” 
The First Bible House 


Land was purchased at 115 Nassau Street 
and the building completed and occupied by 


a” 


OLD WOODCUT OF THE BIBLE HOUSE 
Before the attic was raised to the full sixth story 


Society living  else- 
where. This was 
made possible by the 
generous citizens of 
New York City. 
Looking Elsewhere in 1847 

The Nassau Street Bible House or houses 
in turn proved insufficient. Before they had 
been in use twenty-five years, it was deter- 
mined to buy and build larger elsewhere. In 
1847 a committee was appointed, with Anson 
G. Phelps as chairman, for the purpose. A site 
on Chambers Street running through to Reade 
was purchased, and plans for a Bible House 
made and approved, when difficulty about a 
clear title blocked further proceedings. So two 
stories were added to the printing department 
as a relief. The pressure for space, however, 
soon forced the issue again. 

A Cautious Committee and a Venturesome Board 


Another committee was appointed in 1851. 
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Failing to find a suitable site in the then busi- 
ness section of the city, this committee asked 
authority from the Board to seek a site as 
far north as Bleecker Street! The Board not 
only granted this authority, but removed 
“Bleecker Street” as the limitation. Thus it was 
that the site of the present Bible House between 
Fourth and Third Avenues and Eighth and 
Ninth Streets came under consideration. Its 
purchase seemed a venturesome step both be- 
cause of its distance from the then business 
section and because of the size and cost of the 
plot—about three-quarters of an acre. The 
committee placed the matter again before the 
Board, suggesting the purchase of the whole 
plot, so that control would lie with the Society ; 
and the erection of a building on a part of it, 
the rest to be leased to desirable parties. Again 
the Board acted with bold- 
ness and, vision. It author- 
ized the purchase, and the 
erection of a building on the 
whole site for the Society. 


Seventy-four Meetings in Two 
Years 


The original minute book 
of the committee, in the 
possession of the Society, 
bears eloquent tribute to the 
devotion and diligence of 
the committee. From its 
first meeting on February 


eral funds of the Society and without appeal 
to any of its friends, save those resident in 
New York City. And again this plan was suc- 
cessful. Toward the former Bible House 
buildings on Nassau Street subscriptions total- 
ing about $20,000 had been raised on two dif- 
ferent occasions, the balance of the $44,000 
they had cost being carried by loans. This 
property was sold for $105,000 when the pres- 
ent Bible House was erected. The new site 
cost $100,000, and the new Bible House $203,- 
000. Toward its erection, additional subscrip- 
tions of $59,000 were received, the balance of 
cost being carried on mortgage, which was 
rapidly paid off in subsequent years out of the 
income from the building. Since then, once 
in 1889-1890, when the then attic was lifted 
into a sixth story and passenger elevators in- 


2, 1852, under the chair- OLD OTIS ELEVATOR BELT MACHINE 
manship or Geor ge DEP, Installed in 1862, and remaining in continuous and satisfactory use for sixty years. 


Phelps, to its final meeting 
on February 1, 1854, seventy-four sessions are 
recorded. Often there were three or four 
meetings a week. 

The corner stone was laid with somewhat 
elaborate ceremony on the 29th of June, 1852, 
before a notable audience, and addresses were 
delivered by the then President, Theodore Fre- 
linghuysen; Dr. Gordon Spring, pastor of the 
Brick Presbyterian Church, who had partici- 
pated in the organization of the American Bible 
Society in 1816; the Hon. Luther Bradish, 
then a Vice-President and later a President of 
the Society and a member of the building com- 
mittee, and Dr. Stiles, devotional exercises 
being conducted by Dr. Nathan Bangs and Dr. 
Isaac Ferris. A full list of the contents of the 
corner stone is given in the records of the So- 
ciety. The Society entered into the possession 
of the building on May 1, 1853. 


Meeting the Cost 
Following their predecessors of a generation 
before, the Board determined that this building 
should be erected without expense to the gen. 


On removal, in 1923, the gears, governor, and other parts were in perfect condition. 


troduced, and again in 1923-1924, when lofts, 
theretofore occupied by printing and binding 
departments of the Society, were changed into 
offices and new elevators introduced, the So- 
ciety has spent another quarter of a million 
dollars,—all of it recouped, or to be recouped, 
out of the income from the offices. 

When erected seventy-five years ago, the 
Bible House was a monumental building, at- 
tracting attention from far and wide. It was 
the most imposing building in its section of 
the city. Cooper Union, across Astor Place, 
was not erected until six years later, in 1859. 
The old A. T. Stewart building, across Fourth 
Avenue, was not erected until 1862, and the 
towering Wanamaker building in 1906. 

Tenants 

The Bible House has had many notable ten- 
ants. When built, the Society occupied, chiefly 
for its manufacturing department, the bulk of 
the building—all of the Ninth Street side, all 
of the fourth, fifth, and sixth floors, and parts 


of the first, second, and third. The remaining 


ot i Pa ee 


¢ ‘December, 1928 


_ space was fitted out in offices. Among the ten- 
- ants of its earlier years, some of which have 
- continued down to the present, have been many 
- of the important religious and benevolent or- 
— ganizations with headquarters in New York. 


The New York Sabbath Committee, from 
1857, and the Women’s Union Missionary So- 
ciety, from 1860, are still tenants with us. 
- Among denominational organizations that took 
offices here have been the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, the 
American Home Missionary Society, the 
American Church Missionary Society, the 
Board of Missions of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, the Reformed Episcopal Church, and 
the parent Home and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of the African Methodist Episcopal 
_ Church. Typical of organizations representing 
union efforts have been the Evangelical Alli- 
-ance, the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union, the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion, the New York City Mission and Tract 
- Society, the American Christian Commission, 
- the American Sunday-school Missionary 
- Union, and the Bureau of Missions. Organi- 
zations of social and similar service have been 
~ represented by the New York Colonization So- 
= ciety, oe African Civilization Society, the 
_ New York Business Association, the Bureau 
~ of Charities, the Rescue Society, the Sunshine 
_ Settlement, and the Greater New York Philan- 
~ thropic Society. A United States Post Office 
anda United States Revenue Office have also 
been housed within our walls, within which 
Horace Greeley had his private office from 
1863-1872, and the American Bible Revision 
Committee had its offices and workshop, with 
Dr. Philip Schaff in charge, for over a decade. 


2 76,082,448 Volumes 
yi During seventy of its seventy-five years, the 
' Bible House provided quarters for the printing 
and binding departments of the American Bible 
© Society. During these seventy years there 
were printed and bound in it, and sent out 
- through its doors, 19,879,319 complete Bibles, 
35,057,480 Testaments, 21,114,313 portions, 


4 Plates of the Scriptures 
Ps.—Psalms; P.—Portions. 


7 Choctaw T., Ps. & 2 P. 
8 Chamorro 2 P. 


7 Key: B.—Bibles; T.—Testaments; 
ENGLISH 


; a for_21 BS 4 T and 9 Dakota B. 

a ‘Types: Diamond, Pearl. i“ eee 2 , £.&Ps.,T 

z Agate, Nonpareil, Minion, Ps, rT 7 

> Brevier,. Bourgeois, Small 2 Finnish R. , 

; ce Pica, English, Great 13 German 28, 2T. & 

= rimer. Ps. T. 

2 ForEIGN 14 Gilbert Is, Bie 

— 1 Albanian & Eng. Mark 15 Grebo 2 P. 

59 2 Arabic B., T.&Ps., T. 16 Greek T. 

Ze 3 Armenian B.- 17 Hawaiian 2 B., Ay 

ra 4 Bohemian 2 B., T. & Ps. 18 Hungarian Beas 

— § Bulgarian B. & T 19 actos Ba 2 ae & 
Selcg 4 


se 6 Bulu Gosp. & ‘Acts 
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and 31,336 volumes for the blind,—making a 
total of 76,082,448 volumes. 
Languages 

These seventy-six millions of Scriptures 
were printed in sixty-nine different languages 
and five embossed systems for the blind, all 
handled by the manufacturing department. 

100,477,118 Volumes 


This does not include the volumes purchased 
or imported which have passed through the 
Bible House. These have numbered over 
twenty-four million during the seventy-five 
years under review. To be exact, there have 
been printed in, or purchased and passed 
through, the Bible House from 1853 to 1928 
the great total of 100,477,118 volumes of 
Scriptures. 

And be it remembered that this does not in- 
clude the Bibles, Testaments and portions is- 
sued abroad by the American Bible Society. 
Its grand total for its 112 years of service is 
now 194,063,757 volumes of Scripture. 

Plates 

The value of the plates now in the vaults of 
the Bible House is put at over two million dol- 
lars. Something of their wide variety is re- 
vealed in the accompanying list furnished by 
our manufacturing department, of plates in 
English and forty-eight foreign languages. 

Translation and Revision 

Back of the plates and the published books 
must be, and is, the work of the translator. 
And the Bible House has made its contribution 
to this work. Here, from 1865 to 1867, the 
Rev. C. V. A. Van Dyck, D.D., worked on 
the monumental Arabic version ; in 1892-93, the 
Rev. Hiram Bingham, D.D., completed his 
translation of the Bible in the languages of 
the Gilbert Islands. Back of both of these 
versions are stories of indomitable perseverance 
and romance which thrill those who know 
them. In 1891-93, the Rev. Benj. Labarree, 
D.D., labored here on his translation of the 
Modern Syriac. In 1893, Dr. H. B. Pratt here 
supervised the printing of the Version Mo- 
derna in Spanish associated with his name. 


in Bible House Vaults 


2 B.—Number of Bibles, etc., for which there are plates stored. 


20 K’Pelle Mark 34 Quechua T., 2 P. 

21 Kurdish Gospels 35 Reval-Esthonian B. 

22 Lithuanian B. 36 Roumanian B. 

sa0Tuha Lulua B 37 Russian B., T. & Ps. 

24 Ritragoli T. 3 ~P a Sloot C or Tswa B. 

ae OM a 5 & avics iy 

25 Marshall Is. T., P. 40 Spanish 2 B., 3T., 7 P. 

26 Miskito T. 41 Swedish B., 2 T.~: 

27 Mortlock T. 42 Syriac B., 2 T. & Ps. 

28 Muskokee T., Ps. Anc. & Mod. 

29 Nauru B. 43 Tonga T. 

30 Navaho P. 44 Welsh B., 2_T. 

31 Olunyore 2 P. 45 Winnebago P. 

Sep Polish hol sy e- 46 Yiddish T., 3 P. 

33 Portuguese 2 B. (Rev. 47 Zapotec & Spanish John 
and .D*A.), (2.0 .,'2 ASU Zils Beeeee Ls 
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From 1872 to 1884 the American committees on 
the revision of the English Old Testament and 
New Testament met frequently in rooms then 
40, 42, and 44, now 240, 242 and 244. In 
1909, the Spanish Revision Committee ( His- 
pano-Americana Version) was in session from 
January 7 to August 31; and here, in 1924, the 
Yiddish Revision Committee met. 


Languages in which Scriptures have been Printed 
at the Bible House 


Grebo 
Greek 
Hawaiian 
Hungarian 
Italian 
Japanese 
K’ Pelle 
Kurdish 


Polish 

Ponape 

Portuguese 3 
Quechua-—Bolivia 
Quechua—Ecuador 
Reval—Esthonian 
Roumanian 

Ruk 


Albanian 
Arabic 
Arapahoe 
Armenian 
(Modern) 
Arrawack 
Benga 
Bohemian 
Bulgarian Kusaien 
Bulu Lithuanian 
Chamorro, Guam Luragoli 
Cherokee Marshall Islands 
Choctaw Miskito 
Creolese Mohawk 
Dakota Mortlock 
Danish 
Deiaware 
Dikele 
Dutch 
English 
Finnish 
French 
German 
Gilbert Islands 


Five Forms of Scripture for the Blind which 


have been Printed at the Bible House 
Boston Line New York Point, Revised Braille 

Letter Bipage Grade 1% 
New York Point American Braille 


Russian 
Ruthenian 
Seneca 
Sheetswa 

Slavic 

Spanish 
Swedish 

Syriac (Ancient) 
Syriac (Modern) 
Tonga 

Welsh 
Winnebago 
Yiddish 

Zapotec 

Zulu 


Mpongwe 
Muskogee or Creek 
Nauru 

Navahoe 

Nez Percés 
Norwegian 

Ojibwa 

Olunyore 


Work has also been done in the Bible House 
by missionaries on furlough in connection with 
the languages into which they have translated 
the Scriptures or in which they have revised 
existing versions; Mr. L. O, Fossum in Mukri 
Kurdish; Mr. George Allan in Bolivian Que- 
chia; Dim |e). a Caylonmh Zulu; Dr..M. Ey 
Fraser in Bulu; Dr. E. H. Richards in Tonga 
and Twsa; Mr. T. C. Vinson in Luba Lulua. 

The Board Room 

The Board of Managers’ Room continues 
to be, as it was at the beginning, one of the 
most dignified and handsome to be seen any- 
where. Portraits of most of the Presidents of 
the Society and of several other officers have 
long hung on the upper half of the walls, some 
of them recognized as works of unusual merit, 
The portrait of the first President, Hon. Elias 
Boudinot, by Sully, and of the first T reasurer, 
Hon, Richard Varick, by Inman, being consid- 
ered two of the choicest examples of early 
American paintings, have at its request been 
loaned to the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
Excellent copies are in the Board Room, which, 
while erected as “thoroughly fireproof” in 
1853, does not meet modern expectations in 
that respect, and therefore does not afford the 
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full protection desirable for these two irre- 


placeable portraits, which are valued at $50,- 


OOO or more by art experts. 

The lower half of the walls of the Board of 
Managers’ Room have bookcases in which 
Bibles, Testaments, and portions of Scripture 
have been accumulated through the years. The 
total of languages represented now is 485. 

So much for facts and figures. More of 
interest might be given. But the story is al- 
ready long. This must suffice. 


Untabulated Service 


Of the intangible and vital influences, the | 


lives blessed, the forces for righteousness set 


free, through the work and workers centering 


in the old Bible House during its three-quarters 

of a century, only the records above can tell. 

The justification for, and the end of, this solid 

simple building has been the making known 

of the Living Word. In this may it continue. 
e e 


A Boulevard of Books 


The following appeared in the “New Yorker.” Ji 
records a fact the officers of the Bible House have 
been observing with interest. About twenty book- 
Shops are within approximately a block of the 
Bible House. 
|S some mysterious way, the old bookshop 
atmosphere of Fourth Avenue below Four- 
teenth Street has remained unviolated by the 
great doings of the age. 

Even such modern affairs as Wanamaker’s, 
Hammacher-Schlemmer, traffic lights, and the 
marble post office on Thirteenth Street have 
not encroached upon the row of old houses 
with a lot of dusty books in them. There are 
more bookstores there than ever. West Fifty- 
ninth Street, for so long considered Fourth 
Avenue’s most serious rival, is gradually de- 
clining, not because the business has been bad, 
but because the buildings have been coming 
down. Perhaps it is the Bible House opposite 
Wanamaker’s and Cooper Union and the choir 
and chapter houses of Grace Church that have 
preserved the curious virtue of the Fourth 
Avenue district. 

The downtown old-book section consists of 
a few famous stores, and so do the Madison 
Avenue specialty book sections ; the Sixth Ave- 
nue bookshops are scattered and hidden. It is 
only on Fourth that you can go from door to 
door and find them all bookstores; only there 
can you find the indigent bibliophile in any real 
quantity or spot the old lady who has read 
“Alice in Wonderland” looking for a “set” of 
Lewis Carroll. On Fourth Avenue no one 
cares whether you buy or not—and that’s al- 
ways one of the characteristics of a true 
quarter. 
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HE day, October 11, proved an ideal one. 

Its predecessors, having been blustery 
~ and cold, had been foreboding, and the change 
was auspicious. Several ladies assisted the 
caterer in serving tea in the Bible House, on 
the second floor, at a reception which preceded 
the dedicatory exercises. Interest in the build- 
ing and in the tea attracted the presence of a 
large number when the program presented 
herewith began. 


Entrance to the 
Chinese 
reception room 
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Dedication of the Bible House at Peking 


DEDICATORY SERVICE 
Rey. Wanc Cuin-pinc, Chairman 
Dr. Gorpon KiInG 


Preliicemire eye ai ielevercialerelole stareicta’o, sinielSiesieisiexeis 
Hymn—‘‘All Hail the Power” 

Purpose of Meeting.......++++++eees: Dr. WANG CHIH-PING 
PE ety Cree tyave nite sd cfeleioeno eistelsielsissceisi sie Pastor Mrenc Hsinc-wu 
Scripture ....cee esses eess ees te eset ce seeaens DRe LSU 


Message from New York Office..Mr. Ray Crark TILLINGHAST 
Psalm Mr. Kuo SHING-HAN 


Mrs. E. O. WILson 


One tein biota levers teleretelovelpueliniee uisl.sieleysi/ane 
IRAAEESS: Weta c cietyenaks ccolarepnierelaverersuueie’e cisusuersis Dr. CHanG Po-LING 


Gateway to the rear 
of the Bible House 
and to the 
Secretary’s house 
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Seats were placed on the beautiful lawn in 
front of the sub-Agency. Secretary’s new resi- 
dence adjoining and back of the Bible House. 

Representatives of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society and the National Bible Society of 
Scotland were present, together with Mr. God- 
frey Hirst, of the Hankow sub-Agency, and 
prominent missionary residents of Peking. 

Mr. Hoose, Secretary in charge of the sub- 
Agency, reports, “The program went off as 
planned, save that Dr. T. C. Wu, chairman of 
the advisory council of the Society at Shang- 
hai, took the place of Mr. Lin, the Field Secre- 
tary of the China Agency, who had not been 
able to attend. We had a very impressive 
service. The message from Mr. Ray Clark 
Tillinghast was a very good one.” 

The North China Standard of Peking for 
October 12 devotes a full column of its first 
page and a good portion of another page to an 
account of the event and addresses, with pic- 
tures of the audience and of the new Bible 
House. It reports, “All of the speeches were 
in Chinese, with the exception of that by Mr. 
Tillinghast, which Mr. Jowe translated. Mrs. 
E. O. Wilson, who possesses a rich contralto 
voice, rendered Alleluia in her customary 
beautiful style. Dr. Chang-Po-ling, president 
of Nankai University, who had come from 
Tientsin especially for the occasion, delivered 
a brilliant address.” 

Describing the Bible House, the Standard 
says: “The new Bible House is built of con- 
crete throughout and is fireproof. The ground 
floor consists of offices, the Chinese guest room, 
parcel wrapping room, and main salesroom. 
On the first floor are the committee room, the 
auditorium, library, and service room. The 
second floor is a storeroom and is spacious 
enough for a gymnasium.” 

The Society and especially the China Agency 
are under obligations, gladly acknowledged, to 
the Missions Architect Bureau, especially its 
representatives, Mr. C. A. Gunn and Mr. S. 
M. Dean, and to the building committee, con- 
sisting of Dr. N. S. Hopkins, chairman; Mr. 
G. G. Wilson, Peking Union Medical College ; 
Dr. J. H. Ingram, American Board Mission; 
Mr. W. B. Pettus, North China Union Lan- 
guage School; Mr. Dwight W. Edwards, 
Young Men’s Christian Association; Mr. Sam- 
uel M. Dean, Architect’s representative, and 
the Rev. Earl A. Hoose. 

Mr. Hoose reported that “the ceremony of 
handing over the keys was very impressive. 
Dr. J. H. Ingram represented the building com- 
mittee in the absence of Dr. Hopkins.” 

It was deeply regretted that a representative 
of the Maryland Bible Society was not present, 
By its annual gifts that Society has already 
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paid more than half of the $50,000 which it 
offered to give for the erection of this beauti- 
ful and suitable headquarters for the largest 
center of Bible distribution under the American 
Bible Society next only to New York and 
Shanghai. The fine site already belonged to 
the Society, and the funds made available in 
China helped to build the sub-Agency Secre- 
tary’s attractive residence and furnish the Bible 
House offices. 
e 


e 

“A Remarkable City Block” 

Editorial, New York Times, Nov. 28, 1928 
N the midst of New York City stands a build- 
ing of unique record. It is, first of all, the 
oldest office building occupying an entire block. 
When its cornerstone was laid seventy-five 
years and some months ago it was far uptown. 
The Legislature in 1852 passed a special act 


authorizing the purchase of this block, de- . 


scribed as “the ground bounded by Third Ave., 
Fourth Ave., 9th Street and (on the south) 
Stuyvesant St. and Astor Place,” and the hold- 
ing or conveying the buildings that may be 
erected thereon. This enabling act was passed 
for the benefit of the American Bible Society, 
which from that year has carried on its great 
work there. The skyscraper had not yet come; 
for it was only in that year that the first power 
elevator was installed. Telegraph poles stood 
on Broadway and street cars were so much 
disliked by the stage drivers, that they pur- 
posely drove across the tracks. There were 
then twenty daily papers, with a combined cir- 
culation above 200,000 copies and “a yearly 
value that must exceed a half million dollars.” 

No newspaper could then have had a print- 
ing plant comparable with that which was 
housed in the “Bible House.” In the seventy- 
five years since, over 76,000,000 copies of the 
Scriptures have been printed there. No other 
printing house has such a polyglot output. 
Here most of the translating of the Bible into 
foreign languages has been done, as well as 
making the American Standard Revised Ver- 
sion of the New Testament. And from this 
red brick building, still holding the whole of 
this site against the tide of tall buildings that 
have swept by it in this half century of the 
elevator and the steel beam, the sacred pages 
of its printing have been carried by train and 
ship, by wagon and pack animals, by colpor- 
teurs and missionaries, to every land on the 
face of the earth. 

Just as a business alone it is one of New 
York’s foremost houses; but when the world- 
uses to which the vast product is put are con- 
sidered, it is a business to which New York 
should be proud to devote a whole block. 
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O* October 26th a pleasant incident oc- 
curred on board the U. S. S. Mayflower, 
known to all as the President’s yacht. A Bible 
in red morocco stamped in gold with the in- 
scription below, was presented for use on that 
handsome ship, here pictured. 

Presented to the U. S. S. Mayflower 


= 
For the use of 
THER PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
His Guests 
The Officers, and the Crew of the Ship 
By the 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
928 


General Secretary Brown, representing the 
American Bible Society, handed the Bible to 
Dr. James H. Hyatt, Secretary of the National 
Capital Agency, who then presented it to 
Lieutenant Commander Leo Hewlitt Thebaud, 
executive officer of the ship, who, after a short 
response expressing his own appreciation and 
that of the officers and crew, handed the Bible 
to Chaplain Reuben W. Shrum, who, with a 


Secretary 
Brown 


Commander 


Secretary 
Thebaud 


Chaplain 
‘Hyatt 


Shrum . . 
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prayer, dedicated the Bible to the use proposed. 
The Bible was thereupon placed on the desk 
of the President in his study. The chaplain 
expects to use it in Sunday services. 

In this connection it is appropriate to men- 
tion again the fact that the U.S. S. Maryland, 
which is bearing President-elect Hoover to 
Latin America, received, when commissioned in 
1921, a handsome Bible bound in red morocco 
for the use of the chaplain, from the Maryland 


Bible Society. 


The Bible in a Hospital 


By Beatrice Curl 


HE work of the Bible Society had never 
impressed me very much, although I had 
collected for the Bible Society in the country 
on two occasions. It was not until I called on 
a friend, who was ill in the General Hospital, 
that I realized just what they were doing. 

One day I found her with a brand new New 
Testament in her hand. Although this girl 
was not a worldly girl, she had never taken the 
book seriously, until she had nothing else to fill 
her time in with; even her favorite magazines 
had ceased to interest her. r 

I asked her where she got it. She told me 
that it was in the stand which stood by the bed, 
and handed me the book. The print was large, 
so did not cause any strain on the eyes. 

“T never thought there was so much in the 
New Testament before,” she said, and went on 
to say that the nurse had told her that there 
was a Bible and Testament for every patient to 
read if they wished. When a person is ill and 
lying for weeks in a hospital, as this girl was, 
the gospel takes on a fuller meaning, and they 
find comfort through the study of it. 
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Through Brazilian Jungle Land 


By Frederick C. Glass, Cooperating with the Brazil Agency 


Ie was decidedly an improvement on our 
wearisome method of muleback travel, but 
even a Ford car has its limitations, as we very 
distinctly discovered during the course of our 
late 2,500 miles journey through the dense 
jungles, and over the rocky mountains of un- 
mapped northwestern Brazil, through four 
states and into a fifth. 

Setting out from Garanhuns with New Zea- 
land Gillanders for a companion, a good load 
of Scriptures and tracts, and a few pots and 
pans and a pickax, our first objective was 
Aguas Bellas—a 
town one hun- 
dred miles away. 
Here three good 
meetings were 
held, and at the 
close of the last 
one, in response 
to my appeal, 
seven men and 
women quietly 
rose to their feet 
as a sign of their 
accepting Jesus 
Christ as their 
only Lord and 
Saviour. We 
also visited the 
Carijo Indians 
in their own vil- 
lage close by, 
where our work- 
er, Senhor Laurencio, is carrying on a very 
hopeful work among these attractive Indians. 

To my dismay, I found that an intimation 
sent to another place some seventy miles be- 
yond had not been forwarded, so that nobody 
would be expecting us. To remedy this some- 
what, I purchased a dozen loud-explosive rock- 
ets at Aguas Bellas and, as toward nightfall 
we neared the little community of Bananeiras, 
{ sent up my rockets, which echoed and re- 
echoed over the surrounding forest-clad hills, 
and created quite a sensation—not to say a 
scare—through that countryside. Result: we 
had a crowded meeting that night among the 
thirty converts and their families and neigh- 
bors—the visible result of our previous col- 
portage work and last year’s visit. After an- 
other meeting among these fine folk early the 
next morning, we pushed on, and for another 
week or two we continued in the same direc- 
tion, leaving Scriptures and good tracts all 
along the trail and holding many little meetings, 


THE PAULO AFFONSO FALLS 


mostly of the farmhouse order. We visited 
the wonderful falls of Paulo Affonso, one of 
the least known of the world’s wonders, and 
eventually reached the city of Joazeiro in the 
state of Ceara. 

Joazeiro is one of the largest inland cities of 
northern Brazil ; a regular jungle town of thou- 
sands of mud huts. It is a kind of kingdom 
within a kingdom, and is ruled by a preposter- 
ous priest, who claims divine authority and 
attributes for all his strange and perilous pre- 
tensions. He has completely fascinated and 
fanaticized all 
that part of 
Brazil, and is 
worshipped as a 
miraculous saint. 
Famed far and 
wide, he draws 
many thousands 
of poor, ignor- 
ant, ragged, 
travel-worn pil- 
grims to this 
Mecca of Brazil. 

There gas 
neither constitu- 
tion nor law in 
Joazeiro; for 
the very govern- 
ment fears this 
priest. It is a 
very dangerous 
place for gospel 
workers, and this was to be the first attempt 
to pierce its walls with the Word of God. At 
this point we were joined for a while by Senhor 
Antao, our faithful colporteur, and so, dividing 
the city up between us, we semitremblingly 
launched out. We should not have escaped 
alive, if much prayer had not been made. God’s 
hand covered us, and only when we had prac- 
tically finished all we had set out to do, and 
sold about twenty-five Bibles and Testaments 
and many Gospels, did the storm break, and I 
was brutally ordered to clear out of the place 
within two hours, by one of the priest’s min- 
ions. “‘How dare you sell these new sect 
books in this holy city!” he shouted. 

A printed handbill soon appeared, directed 
against us also, and one of the chief men in the 
place, a strong Catholic, created quite an up- 
roar in the hotel which formed our headquar- 
ters pro tem. The situation was alarming, and 
we might easily have been torn to pieces by 
the ignorant rabble. Happily my companions 
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were still at work and ignorant of all this, and 
in less than half an hour I had cooled down my 
hot-headed antagonist to the extent of his 
apologizing and wanting to buy a Bible! 
Leaving the benighted state of Ceara, we 
climbed the great Araripe Plateau and con- 
tinued our lengthening journey from Crato 
into the more westerly state of Piauhy. Travel 
now became very difficult. The country was 
more thinly populated, with towns a hundred 
miles apart; but we rarely failed to have some 
kind of meeting or other every day, including 
a lovely time among the gypsies, to whom I 
- showed my magic lantern, creating great as- 
tonishment and wonder. We used this lantern 
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to good effect from time to time, with slides of 
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PLOWING THROUGH THE JUNGLE 


Pilgrim’s Progress, and some Old Testament 
pictures for subjects, which furnished excellent 
occasion for teaching the truth; especially the 
concluding picture,—Moses and the Serpent,— 
which never fails to drive home God’s plan of 
salvation. 
We were soon in forest and jungle land with 
a vengeance, and going was very heavy at 
times. Our car resembled a mowing-machine 
for several hundred miles, and the amount of 
stuff we plowed up by the way would suffice 
to cook a good meal. It was traveling by 
faith; for the trail was out of sight, completely 
hidden by “forest growth, sometimes as high 
and higher than the car itself. Many a night 
__we spent in these lonely, tiger-infested forests, 
- though a good camp fire ensured a quiet night. 
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Some of the hill climbs seemed almost impos- 
sible, and we badly felt the need of a few 
more horse-power than our gallant old Ford 
provided ; several times we needed the strong 
arms of a dozen men and youths or so to hoist 
us up bodily over the rocks and chasms of these 
rarely traversed regions. But, wherever we 
went,—mountain top or valley, forest or des- 
ert,—there the Word was preached, and the 
Bible left in the hands of the people. 

At last, after nearly 1,300 miles of travel, we 
struck a bit of civilization again in the city 
of Floriano on the banks of the big Parnahyba 
River, which divides the two states of Piauhy 
and Maranhao. Here we were delighted to find 
a small Baptist congregation of very real and 
well-taught converts, though they rarely re- 
ceive a pastoral visit. In the whole vast state 
of Piauhy, as large as Great Britain and Ire- 
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land, there is only one missionary and three 
native pastors. Throughout our whole jour- 
ney we only came across two small congre- 
gations of Christians, although these fields are 
already “white unto harvest.” 

In Floriano we made a careful canvass of 
the city, street by street and house by house, 
selling about sixty Bibles and Testaments and 
many Gospels, and having many interesting 
conversations with the people, who received us 
well. This so stirred up the local priest, a 
canon of his church, that he at once prepared 
a vitriolic manifesto against us, and sent it to 
the printers to have ready in time to broadcast 
through the city as soon as we were well out 
of the way. I will translate merely the first 
and last paragraphs of this production : 

“Tt seems that the gates of hell have been 
burst, and that legions of demons, there de- 
tained, have been scattered over this city, and 
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all over our beloved Piauhy, in order to per- 
vert souls. We are informed that there are 
going about among us two pseudo-Englishmen, 
emissaries of the fatal heresy of Protestant- 
ism, engaged in a subtle, secret, infamous and 
audacious propaganda to dechristianize our 
country! They are sellers of false Bibles of 
Protestant origin labeled as Catholic. * * * 
“Catholics of Floriano! Repel with dignity 
these intruders, enemies of our faith, our 
families and our traditions, enemies’ also of 
our free country! People of God, vote a 
solemn contempt for these carriers of accursed 
heresy, mercenary sellers of false books; not 
receiving them into your houses, avoiding their 
friendship! Burn the books which in good 
faith you may have bought, thus their diabolic 
propaganda among us will be of no effect!” 
Unhappily for the intentions of the Rever- 
end Canon, the printer employed by him was 
a good friend of our host, and he ran across 
the road’ and surprised us with a copy of the 
priest’s bombshell, just wet from the press. 
“T shall earn enough with this to buy a Bible,” 
he exclaimed ; and he was as good as his word. 
We were bound to leave that afternoon, and 
only had two or three hours to spare. It proved 
sufficient for me to write off a counter bulletin, 
about the same form as the priest’s to be scat- 
tered through the city as soon as the priest had 
launched his bolt at our absent heads. The 
rejoinder was largely Scriptural and was 
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headed: “Um Conto de Reis” (£25), and read 
in part: 

The undersigned, British subject, of London, Eng- 
land, employed by the Bible Societies, which are not 
affiliated with any religious denomination, in view of 
the bulletin published by the vicar of Floriano, so 
full of inexactitudes and injuries, herewith offers the 
sum of “Um Conto de Reis” (£25), if it can be 
proved that anything in the books we have sold in this 


city is not equally to be found in the priest’s own 
Bible! 

On our return journey we varied our itiner- 
ary somewhat in order to include several other 
cities (we canvassed thirty-two in all), and 
considering the terrible poverty abounding after 
three successive years of drought, our sales of 
Scriptures were good, with little opposition. 

Many other meetings were held, one being 
in the open air, after dark, at the close of a 
village fair. Here again the lantern proved of 
the greatest value. One young man was so im- 
pressed that he bought a number of Testaments 
to sell again in remoter regions which we 
could never hope to reach. 

Of course we had our troubles—broken 
springs, burnt bearings, etc., and heavy ex- 
pense; but it was well worth it all a thousand 
times. 

This noteworthy journey was only made 
possible by the generous cooperation of the 
American Bible Society. Our total sales were 
about 120 Bibles, 280 Testaments, and many 
hundreds of Gospels. Praise God for the 
power of his holy Word. 


A Summer of Colportage Work 


i By Robert D. Crees 


Dr. Frank P. Parkin, Secretary of our Atlantic Agency, states that the writer was a graduate 
in June of an Ohio college, and worked during three summer months for the Atlantic Agency. 


DO not call myself a colporteur, because 

the average person does not know the 
meaning of the term. It would seem more 
fitting to be called “God’s letter carrier’; for, 
whenever I give a Bible or portion to some one, 
I feel that they are receiving a “letter from 
God.” I am positive that I shall never forget 
the wonderful experiences I have had in the 
distribution of the Word of God. 

Making it a point to speak to every mail 
carrier I meet, | generally approach him with 
these words, “Have you any mail for me?” 
When he answers in the negative, I tell him 
that I have mail for him,—a letter from God — 
and handing him a Gospel, I go on my way, 

For several weeks I had the privilege of 
working with vacation Bible schools, supplying 
them with texts to be used in the schools and 
with prizes to be awarded. The work with the 
children is very interesting and worth while; 


but I rather prefer doing house-to-house work 
in the slum sections, for it is the personal 
touch that does the most good. 

Making it a point to enter every poolroom I 
come across, I have given out portions and 
sold Bibles or Testaments in seventy-five per- 
cent of my visits. 

On one occasion, while canvassing the slum 
section of Philadelphia, a man seemed to be du- 
bious about letting me into what I thought was 
a private house, when some one inside yelled, 
“Let him in; he can’t do any harm, and God 
knows we need the Bible.” Upon entering the 
room, it did not take me long to ascertain that 
the place was a combination bootleg joint, 
gambling parlor, and house of ill fame. A 
guard was stationed at the door who passed 
upon the “prospects” that desired admittance. 
A dozen men, white and colored, were loung- 
ing around the room, two of them on the — 
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floor, dead drunk. Others were playing ‘cards 
while being served by the women. I gave each 
one a copy of the Gospel and started to speak 
about the Bible. A few of the men seemed 


_ ashamed of the life they were leading, and 


admitted they were doing wrong. I sold two 
Bibles and several Testaments, which the buy- 
ers promised to read. Only the Word of God 
can clean up such disgraceful places as that. 

Upon another occasion I noticed what ap- 
peared to be a “down and outer” sleeping on a 
bench in a public park, his hat beside him. 
Taking the tract “The Only Way Out of the 
Dark,” I placed it in the band of his hat, so 
that he would see it upon awakening, and put- 
ting a Gospel of John in his pocket, I left him 
to be dealt with by the Word of God. 

Several times after eating in a restaurant I 
have left a Gospel under my plate in place of 
the usual tip. Perhaps some unsaved person 
will “take the tip” and turn to Christ before it 
is too late. 
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The Gospel is received in various ways. I 
handed a laborer a copy of St. John, and, after 
looking at it for a few minutes, he tore it in 
pieces, threw it to the ground, and stamped on 
it, and, with his face inflamed with passion 
breathed out oaths that would have put any 
mule driver to shame. 

After having worked successfully in a cer- 
tain small New Jersey town, I returned to 
find that everyone was hostile to my work. 
The priest had told the people to burn the 
Bibles I had sold them, and even the children 
refused to take a Gospel, saying they would 
get sick and die if they touched any Protestant 
books. 

In the poorest section of a little New Jersey 
town, I found a widow lady in destitute cir- 
cumstances. She had no Bible and really 
wanted one. When I gave her one free, she 
broke down and cried, saying, “God must have 
sent you here; for I have wanted a Bible for 
a long time, but could not afford to buy one.” 


A Vestris Hero 


RATHER tall, sparsely-built, sinewy- 

Woking colored man stepped quietly 
and unheralded into the Bible House on No- 
vember 23 and presented a note. The note 
proved to be from a Life Member of our 
Society, requesting that the bearer be provided 
with “such Bible as he may select from your 
stock, and also a copy of such form of ‘Bible 
Beatitudes’ as he may like to have,” the writer, 
Mr. J. B. Murray, of Yonkers, N. Y., desir- 
ing to meet the cost. The bearer 
proved to be Joseph H. Elixcie. 

The tragic and terrible story of 
the S.S. Vestris brought to light 
stories of bravery, human endur- 
ance, and heroism. In_ heroic 
service to those imperiled with 
them, some colored members of 
the crew bore a noble part. Of 
two of them, each of whom had 
rescued a score of passengers 
and crew, the papers reported 
special lament over the loss of 
their Bibles. 

Joseph H. Elixcie is one of 
these two. Finding himself afloat 
with a life belt, he saw and cap- 
tured lifeboat No. 13, which 
floated off its deck as the Vestris 
sank. Rowing about in the turbu- 
lent waters, he picked up one af- 
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JOSEPH H. ELIXCIE 


ter another of white and colored, passengers and 
‘crew. Still in constant peril because ot the 


water which seeped into the boat, and had to 
be bailed out “with hands, and caps, and shoes, 
and anything that would hold water,” it was 
that boatload of twenty-two and one other sur- 
vivor still in the water which the S.S. Berlin 
rescued. 

Mr. Elixcie, “able-bodied seaman,” was 
modest in the story he told. He said, with deep 
feeling and gratitude, that he felt his life had 
been spared in answer to prayer uttered as he 
went into the water, and he called 
the boat he found and used, “the 
Jesus Lifeboat.” 

It so happened that his story 
and desire for a Bible had previ- 
ously caught the attention of the 
officers of the Society, and a 
Bible bearing the following in- 
scription had been prepared : 


Presented to 
JOSEPH H. ELIXCIE, A.B. 
of the ill-fated S.S. Vestris 

by the 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


It was presented to him and the 
opportunity taken to get his pho- 
tograph. With the Bible requested 
by the Life Member, he also re- 
ceived some additional volumes of Scripture 
which he desired for his mission in Bridgetown, 
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Barbadoes. He showed marked familiarity with 
the Bible, quoting from it, declined offers of 
financial help, and said that he regretted the 
loss of his Bible more than that of all his cloth- 
ing and other possessions which went down with 
the ship. Some confusion has arisen, through 


Notes and 


HE Bible House staff had the pleasure of 

a call from the Rev. E. W. Smith, literary 
superintendent of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, last month. He had been spending a 
few weeks in the United States gathering first- 
hand information concerning Dr. Aggrey, the 
distinguished negro educator, who rendered 
such valued service in Africa and whose death 
was so widely lamented. 

e 


THE Home Missions Council and Council of 
Women for Home Missions, through its news 
release of November 1, announced the co- 
operation of the American Bible Society in 
providing diglot editions of Scriptures for im- 
migrant foreign-speaking families. The lan- 
guage of the immigrant is in the left-hand col- 
umn of a page and its exact English counter- 
part on the right-hand, verse for verse. The 
double service which such an edition can ren- 
der will be easily realized. 


Wor comes that, through special aid sent by 
the American Bible Society, sixty of the 
churches in Porto Rico which suffered from 
the tornado have been supplied with pulpit 
Bibles; twenty ministers who lost their books 
have received a Bible each, and 7,000 portions 
of Scripture have been distributed through de- 
nominational channels to individuals and fami- 
lies who had suffered losses. 

e he 

Ir is interesting to find the following cable 
from Paris in the St. Louis Post Dispatch of 
November 4th: 

Parts, November 3.—The New Testament, in paper 
covers, stands side by side with the best sellers on the 
shelves of Paris bookstores. Its price is the same as 
that of any paper covered novel—15 francs (60 cents), 
There is no preface and the matter is not arranged 


in texts, but is printed solid. Crossheads give it a 
modern appearance and guide the reader. 


The American Bible Society has helped the 
Bible Society of France in this venture. The 
book was brought out by a general publisher. 
It is a beautiful example of printing. A few 
copies were printed on fine paper, each num- 
bered, for sale at a special price. Like all 
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the similarity in the story, with the name of 
Lionel Licorish, who rendered similar heroic 
service with lifeboat No. 14, who also mourned 
the loss of his Bible and has received one in its 
place, and who now is appearing in vaudeville, 
and elsewhere. 


Comments 


French books, this edition is in paper binding; 
but handsome containers were provided for the 


special edition. 
er et 


From Brazil comes word that Bible Sunday 
will be observed in Rio with special emphasis 
on the three hundredth anniversary of the birth 
of D’Almeida, the translator of the Por- 
tuguese version of the Bible known by his 
name. 

e e 

THE ever-alert Secretary of the Pacific 
Agency some time ago presented to the Rev 
E. D. Kohlstedt, secretary of the Board of 
Home Missions of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, a copy of an American Bible Society 
New Testament and Psalms stamped with an 
aeroplane, for use on his first secretarial flight 
on the Pacific coast. The following letter from 
Dr. Kohlstedt was recently received through 
Secretary Mell: 

You will be interested to know that on the Gotham 
Limited train en route from Chicago to Philadelphia 
yesterday, I had an opportunity for a delightful per- 
sonal conference with Dr. Hugo Eckener, who, with 
the crew of the Graf Zeppelin, was traveling east to 
Lakehurst. I took the liberty to present my copy of 
the New Testament and Psalms to his son, Knut 
Eckener, believing that it would be prized as a 
souvenir of his trip, as well as serve a very useful 
purpose. 

e ee 

At the special request of the Committee of 
Organization of the Havana Evangelical Con- 
gress, to be held in June, 1929, permission has 
been granted for Dr. Marcial-Dorado, Secre- 
tary of our West Indies Agency, who is chair- 
man of the Committee of Arrangements of the 
congress, to take three weeks for a visit to 
Mexico for conference with the evangelical 
group in Mexico to forward the cooperation of 
all sections in the congress. 

ee 

A RECENT caller at the Bible House, whose 
erect and vigorous figure gave slight indication © 
of the fact, reported himself as ninety-nine 
years old and the oldest living veteran of the 
Crimean War in the United States, having 
been a doctor with the forces. Now living at 
Asbury Park, N. J., he had called to obtain a 
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Bible for a nurse in the local hospital whom 
he had interested in the Bible. 


e e 
From the California Christian Advocate of 
July 5, we note the following: 
The display window of the Pacific Agency shows 
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among its Bibles and Testaments a bag of walnuts. 
These nuts are to be sold and the money put into 
Bible work. They were sent to the Pacific Agency 
by Mrs. Amy Foster Addison, eighty-six years of 
age, who gathered the nuts on her ranch with her 
own hands and shipped them out of love for the 
Bible cause. 


Some Letters 


HE ReEcorp serves a variety of purposes. 
One is indicated by the following from 
a missionary in Guatemala, Central America: 

I surely appreciate the love manifested to myself in 
your having sent your valuable periodical to me all 
last year. To one like myself, who passes a good part 
of the time on the roads evangelizing and teaching, 
the messages in your paper have been sent by God 
himself, strengthening me in the inner man, so that I 
should be more prepared to give out to others. 

Speak to me, Lord, that I may speak 
In loving echoes of thy tones. 

God has often spoken to me by means of your 
periodical, and no doubt will continue to do so as 
long as you are able to send it. 

Great devotion to the spreading of God’s 
Word lies back of many of the donations which 
reach us. Here is an instance from a lady in 
Minnesota: 

I haye just received your appeal for the Bible 
Society. I had often thought about it, and would 
have sent my contribution long ago, but could not 
afford it. On the 16th of April I celebrated my 
seventy-seventh birthday, and my children gave me 
$5, which I send you herewith with my prayer for 
God’s blessing. I wish I could send you the names 
of persons that might be interested in your work, but 
I have very few acquaintances here. 

SE Micky Sok 


And here is one from Massachusetts which 
accompanied a check for $100 in memory of 
a father and mother : 

This sum is a part of my share in the home which 
had been in the family over fifty years. I shall be 
glad to have the amount applied to some special fea- 
ture of Bible Work. ; 

I heard my father say that he lived on fifty cents a 
week while in college, and when walking back after 
vacation, he got tired, so made a raft and with his 
library books as a ballast, and umbrella as a sail, 
floated down the river. 

k * x 


And here is another :-— 

Enclosed find a rather old-looking dollar bull. But 
I found it in a pocket of a check book—having rested 
these seven years—as change from another party. I 
want it, though small, to do God’s work. Will you 
kindly apply it to the Blind Fund, as it was forgotten 
for some years. I hope it may help to bring the 
gospel to some one. 

* * * 

One associates Maiden Lane, New York, 
with business. But that there are there those 
who believe in the business of the Kingdom 1s 
illustrated by this message from that street: 


It gives us great pleasure to enclose herewith 
another quarterly donation of $50 toward the wonder- 
ful work of your Society. We are pleased that we 
are so prospered that we can have a little part in the 
spreading of God’s Word. 


* CK OOK 


A niece sends this message about one of our 
annuitants, who died in her eighty-second 
year: 


' During her last sickness she expressed satisfaction 
that she had made this investment her way of obey- 
ing the command, “Go ye. into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” 


* OK OK 


From a Life Member of the Bible Society 
has come this evidence of loyal interest: 


After forty-four years of unbroken service in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and in my seven- 
ty-first year, I was retired. I was unable to preach 
only sixteen Sundays in all the years. Am now 
preaching once each Sunday. Preached yesterday and 
was handed $10 as a gift, and am sending $5 of it. I 
love the Bible Society work, for which I pray daily. 


* CK OK 


From a member of the faculty of Ohio State 
University has come a letter full of interest, 
but rather too long to quote. This much is 
taken concerning the Rev. S. Hall Young, the 
pioneer Presbyterian missionary in Alaska: 

When I was a boy, Mr. Young was entertained at 
dinner at our house in western New York. At the 
same meal there were present the pastor of our 
church, the Rev. M. D. Kneeland, D.D., now for many 
years the secretary of the Lord’s Day League of New 
England; Marco Popoff and Pavel Theoderoff, now 
ministers in Bulgaria, and the Rev. Naomi Tamura, of 
Japan. The “ends of the earth” had met together. 

I was very glad to hear two inspiring addresses by 
Mr. Young last summer at Chautauqua. Though an 
elderly man, he looked straight and vigorous, and his 
voice filled the great amphitheater. It seems that he 
had shared the hardships of the gold rushes and ac- 
companied the men as a friend. He alluded to a 
very remarkable display of the aurora borealis which 
he had seen in Alaska. He spoke of the long, tremu- 
lous streamers of light that struggled upward against 
the vast expanse of darkness. It seemed like a momen- 
tous and epochal contest between the darkness and the 
light. Gradually the light was gaining the upper 
hand. The darkness was retreating. The light reached 
the zenith and spread over the farther side of the 
heavens. And suddenly he looked around for the 
darkness, and it was gone! The light had conquered 
and filled the entire sky! “And so,” said Mr. Young, 
solemnly, “the day is coming when Alaska will be 
Immanuel’s land!’ What a privilege to share, how- 
ever humbly, in the spreading of the light! 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
InsTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of three 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1. Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 

scription of $5.00. . 

2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription of 
$50.00 at one time. 

3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription of 
$150.00 in one or two payments. 

Handsome engraved certificates are presented to 

Life Directors and Life Members. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian churches with which the Society 
has official or semi-official relations. : 

Full information about the privileges of 
Membership will be sent on application. 


NOVEMBER MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE seventh stated meeting of the Board 
of Managers of the American Bible 
Society in its one hundred and thirteenth year 
was held at the Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York, on Thursday, November 1, 1928, at 3:30 
o'clock p. m., President E. Francis Hyde in 
the chair. : 
Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rev. A. L. Warnshuis, D.D., who was pres- 
ent by invitation. 
The minutes of the sixth stated meeting of 
the Board of Managers were approved. 


The death on October 30, 1928, of the Hon. 
Robert Lansing, a Vice-President of the So- 
ciety, was reported, and the President was re- 
quested to appoint a committee to prepare a 
memorial minute. 
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The special committee on a memorial to 
former General Secretary Haven recommended 
that the memorial take the form of a portrait to 
be hung in the Board Room, suitable service to 
be held there on the occasion of the presenta- 
tion of the portrait, and the publishing of a 
brochure containing a reproduction of the por- 
trait and a record of some of the tributes paid 
to Dr. Haven, the portrait to be provided out- 
side of the regular funds of the Society. 

The Hon. Josiah H. Penniman, LL.D., 
provost of the University of Pennsylvania, 
was elected a Vice-President; and Mr. James 
H. Post, of Brooklyn, was elected a Manager. 


The Publication Committee authorized the 
Treasurer to include in the Scriptures offered 
for sale, Bibles with the Apocrypha. 

On the suggestion of the Committee on For- 
eign Agencies the Rev. Dr. A. L. Warnshuis, 
secretary of the International Missionary 
Council, who was present for the purpose, gave 
a report on the Jerusalem Conference, espe- 
cially on the bearing of its findings on the work 
of Bible Societies. 

Under the arrangement of the Special Com- 
mittee on the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the 
Bible House, Rec. Sec. Chamberlain gave a 
brief account of the circumstances cunnected 
with the erection of the Bible House. Treas. 
Darlington reported on some of its tenants and 
of the Scriptures manufactured and sent out 
from the Bible House; and Gen. Sec. North 
reported on some of the important versions and 
revisions on which work had been carried on 
in the Bible House. The Committee’s sugges- 
tion that the BrsLe Society RecorpD carry an 
article on the subject, was approved. President 
Hyde added to the interest of the occasion by 
bringing out additional facts on the Bible 
House, the erection of which he remembered, 
as he spent his early youth within a few blocks 
of the site. 

The Recording Secretary reported that 
Bishop Francis J. McConnell, LL.D., had ac- 
cepted appointment as a ministerial member of 
the Committee on Foreign Agencies. 


The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of September, 1928: Carib- 
bean, 26,027 volumes, valued at $3,814.44; 
Mexico, 115 volumes, valued at $236.67; Phil- 
ippines, 300 volumes, valued at $166.56; Upper 
Andes, 4,500 volumes, valued at $819,62; total 
volumes, 30,942; total value, $5,037.29. 


The issues from the Bible House during 
September were 264,804 volumes. 


The meeting was adjourned. 
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What to Give? 


Could anything be better than the book containing the story of the 
origin of Christmas, the beginning of “The Christmas Spirit”? Its 
popularity is attested by the fact that, although not a NEW BOOK, it is 
still the world’s best seller. 


Bibles — Testaments — Portions 


available in 


over 100 languages and dialects 


Types and Sizes—Small types for the young up to large easy-reading 
ones for those whose sight is failing. Thin, compact volumes for the 
small pocket, and larger ones all the way to pulpit sizes. 


Prices and Bindings—Beginning at one cent for portions with picture 
covers in three colors and covering a wide range of bindings up to $32.00 
for a handsome church Bible. 


These books are made available by The American Bible Society as a part 
of its world-wide program of Bible distribution. Any of the Agencies 
listed below will give helpful service in making selections to meet special 
needs. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


NEW YORK 
AGENCIES 
PHILADELPHIA: 701 Walnut Street CHICAGO: 85 East Wacker Drive 
WASHINGTON: 721 Woodward Building DALLAS: 905 Main Street 
RICHMOND: 218 No, Adams Street DENVER: 1515 Larimer Street 
CINCINNATI: 424 Elm Street SAN FRANCISCO: 250 Golden Gate Avenue 


AGENCY AMONG THE COLORED PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES 
Room 312, Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


Bible Society of Maine: Room 404, 448 Congress Street, Portland, Me. 
Connecticut Bible Society: 7 Haynes Street, Hartford, Conn. 
Maryland Bible Society: 9 East Franklin Street, Baltimore, Md. 
Massachusetts Bible Soctety and Vermont Bible Society: 41 Bromfield Street, Boston, Mass. 
New Hampshire Bible Society: 20 School Street, Concord, N. H. 


